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Introduction

Welcome to St John’s Primary School. This booldetiésigned to help you become
acquainted with our school and the routines thahawee in place.

Whole School Information

School Legal Status

Saint John’s International School opened in May2198 a direct response to a
cabinet decision that allowed Thai students tondtt®reign medium schools for the
first time. The School has the honour of beingfitst to respond to this initiative and
the first of the new international schools to beognised by the Thai Ministry of
Education. The school operates in according td’tihveate Education Law.

School Ownership

St John’s International School is owned and opdrdtg St John’s Company for
Education, which is represented by the Board. Bh'ddnternational School is a fee-
paying independent school.

History

In 1992, the school opened with three classes,each at Year 1, 2 and 3 levels. In
1993, a pre-school, Reception Department openedyaad 4 added. Subsequently,
one year group has been added annually and eased created at each year level to
meet demand. The school now caters for students 2rd% years to 18.

The International school is an independent unthefSt John’s Group of schools that
began operating in Bangkok in 1961. The Group sdtestudents from Kindergarten
to University level. The school’'s mission and phdphy reflect the Catholic nature of
its foundation.

St John’s International School occupies its ownicktdd campus with excellent
facilities.

School Responsibility to the Ministry of Education

The Ministry of Education granted the Board a |s®mo operate the school and the
Board is fully liable to the Ministry in its operah of the School.

School Board Members

Mr. Sumon Chinnapha

Mr. Chainarong Monthienvichienchai
Dr. Chulakasem Chinnapha

Mr. Thamesnathi Chinnapha

Ms. Ruedithip Kuansongtham

Dr. Mahippathorn Chinnapha
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Members with Specific Responsibility for the Interrational School
Dr. Chainarong Monthienvichienchai is the Generaniiger of the International

school. Dr. Peter Monthienvichienchai is the Dioeaif the International School.

The Education System We Offer

Medium of Education
The school offers a British style, English mediudu@ation.

Primary School

The Primary School consists of the Early Years Bation Stage (F1&2, F3), Key
Stage 1 (Yearsl-2) and Key Stage 2 (Years 3,8), 5,

Secondary School

The Secondary School consists of Key Stages 3 §Yg&, 9), Key Stage 4 (Years 10
and 11) and Key Stage 5 (Years 12 and 13)

Curriculum

Saint John’s International School operates withie framework
of the National Curriculum for English, as far assgible. If UK
initiatives are deems to be relevant to our staff atudents, they
will be implemented.

At the end of Key Stages 1 and 2, students argezhfer national curriculum tests
and at the end of Key Stage 4 they are entere@@8E/IGCSE.
Post 16 we offer a UK course leading to A/S anevel

Religion
The School is a member of the Catholic Council le&iland. Catholic Parents who
wish religious education or catechism for theilat@n may request these through the

Assumption Sisters who are resident at Saint Jokvisswelcome children here from
other faiths.
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How to Enrol Your Child

Admissions

The following procedure for application is carriedt so that your child’'s entry into
our school is smooth and so that there is cormat&ional provision in place.

The process should take approximately one weeh fre time the application letter
IS submitted.

Procedure '
e Shown around the school by the Deputy Head of &y M
School \J— B
e Completion of the application form. It is essential completing this that
parents are aware of the conditions of enrolment.

e Primary only — You will receive a telephone call or email i your child
to spend a day in the classroom. During this tilmey twill be able to meet
their new teacher and future friends. Their Englsh be assessed and any
educational needs evaluated where applicable. @mibrning, please go to
the main office to be escorted to the appropria&gadment. The school day
begins at 7.45 am and ends at 2.30 pm.

e A meeting between yourselves and the Headteachierbeiarranged and
enrolment into the school confirmed.

¢ You will then be asked to pay the school fee anglthe school uniform from
the shop.

e An appointment can be made for you to meet withstiteol board.
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Communication

Most communication with parents is through schatlers. These letters contain a
great deal of important information and should kadr by all parents regularly.

Letters will be emailed to parents in both Thai &waylish. Information can also be
found on the school website atww.stjohn.ac.th/Internationadnd may also be

obtained from the school by emailisgadmin@stjohn.ac.tifhe Primary News letter

comes out weekly and is available on our websgeyell as being emailed home.

Our address is:

St. John’s International School
Ladprao

Bangkok 10900

Thailand

Telephone: +66 (0)2 513 8575
Facsimile: +66 (0)2 513 5273

School Membership and Accreditation
Thai Ministry of Education

The school is formally recognised by the Thai Minjisof Education and Ministry
representatives visit the school at least onceaa. Vihe visit may involve inspection
of all operations of the school but tends to cotreg® on the school administration
and the school log, written in Thai.

International Accreditation and Affiliations

The World Wide Education Service (WES) accredies$fchool. The school is also an
Associate member of the European Council of Intwnal Schools (ECIS).

The school is a member school of The FederatioBrivish International Schools in
South East Asia. (FOBISSEA) The school is also anbe of ISAT (International
Schools Association of Thailand).

The School receives an annual ‘Advisory Visit' froMES as part of the affiliation
package. Following this visit, the consultant iguieed to write a general report to the
Board, with attention given to the area identifigdthe School as a focus for the visit.
We are part way through the Accreditation Proces<CIS (Council for International
School)

Staff
Recruitment and teaching staff
Classroom teachers are all fully qualified and @neyal are recruited on expatriate

contracts from the UK. There are more than 40 eigiatteachers /administrators on
the staff at present. In addition to these fullalified classroom teachers we also
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employ fully qualified staff to teach English as aafditional language (EAL) to help
those children who need extra help with developivegr academic English skills.

Other staff include classroom assistants who assiteachers in classrooms.
Thai Environment/Culture

The Thai part of the School curriculum is extremiehportant as the children need to
be aware of their own culture and must be ablateract with others within their own

environment. At the start of each day the childaes lined up in class groups for the
National Anthem. Each week children in Primary hdessons in Thai language,
Dance and Culture. The Thai teachers organise @&evdrai events each year,
including Wai Kru, Loy Krathong and Songkran.

Insurance

All children enrolled in the school are coveredgeysonal accident insurance through
HSBC Insurance UK. This covers personal acciderttd4#s a day, 365 days a year,
worldwide.

Become part of our school

It is our desire that you feel free to become imedl in your child’s school life.
Parents are welcome to help around the school lamalas talk openly to staff about
any concerns they have. If translation is requitied, can be arranged.

The Parent Teacher’s Association (PTA)

The PTA helps to promote fun activities throughthé school. Its aim is to create
opportunities for children to have fun! It alsoses funds to distribute to charities and
school projects. As a parent, you are automatialtyember. You can find out more
information by joining one of the coffee morningsit are held regularly.

Primary School

Getting Ready for School

After the admission forms, procedures and the wiger with the Head teacher have
been completed you will be given a starting dateurychild’s class will be assigned
as soon as possible and they will be given a hoesme. At this point an ID card
should be requested.

When coming into school and collecting the childfesm class an identity card
should be shown. This can be requested from the office. Teachers and security
soon get to recognise parents but if another passtmcollect your child you should
give them this card.

You will then need to purchase a few items so Vioatr child feels part of the school
on their first day.
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At the Shop!
School Uniform

Boys Nursery / Reception -white shirts, grey shorts, white socks, trainersésh
Y1-3 - white shirts, tie, belt, grey shorts, white sqgiain black trainers or
shoes.

Y4-6 - white shirts, tie, belt, grey shorts, white soqdajn black trainers or
shoes.

Nursery / Reception ‘white blouses, skirt, white socks, trainers/shoes
Year 1 — 3white blouses, tie, skirt, white socks, plain blakners or shoes.
Year 4 — 6white blouses, tie, skirt, white socks, plain blaginers or shoes.

)
7]

PE and Swimming Kit

Boys & Girls: costume, towel, swimming hat (long hair), shortajde colour t-shirt
and white trainers.

Additional Items
Grey book bag and school cap.

NB: all items should have the child’s name cleavhtten inside
Your Child’s First Day!

Our School Day
Start:  07.45 am
Snack: 09.30 am - 10.00 am (F1, F2, F3)
10.00 am — 10.30 am (Y1 - Y6)
Lunch: 11.30 am —12.30 am (F1, F2, F3)
12.00 am — 01.00 pm (Y1 - Y6)
End: 02.30 pm
Please help us ......
¢ Be punctualas lateness will cause your child’s education féesu
e Collect your child on time or give them permission to wait for you
downstairs.
e Telephone the schoalf you are delayed or there is a change of routine.
e Encourage independencé organising their bags, but keep check.
e Leave your child in the capable hands of the teacher; ‘hoveringhdsi
more distress to your child and yourself.
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Medicines

Children are sometimes ill. Please leave any méaditavith the school nurse in room
104. Also write a letter to the teacher explainihg medication they are on as this
may affect them during lesson time.

End of Day Routines

At the end of each day your child’s bag may be imgldetters, books, homework or
worst of all a used PE kit! Please check every empand monitor their home studies.
Two books a week are given from the library anddgdi reading books will be

changed regularly and placed in the grey book Bagh child is assigned homework
on regular basic. Completion of work may also beessary if it has not been
completed in class. Reading records and home/sdbmaks are given to children.

Please feel free to put any comments in them asansof communication with the
teacher.

At the beginning of the year you will be sent adetibout giving permission for your

child to be sent downstairs after school. If youegpermission this means that you
realise that your child is unsupervised until tlaeg collected. For those children who
do not have permission to go downstairs their ctassher will keep them in the

classroom until 3.00 pm if they have not been pickkeem up by then they will be

taken to the main office to be collected.

There is a member of staff on duty in the playgbtrom 7.20 am until 7.45 am and
in the afternoons from 2.30 pm until 3.00 pm. lfuybave an unexpected problem
picking up your child please phone school and wiemake sure your child is looked

after.

All children should be picked up from school by B.pm at the latest, unless
attending a club.

The Nursery children finish school at 2.30 pm. Tisisan extremely long day for
children of this age. We recommend that you makeryeweffort to collect them
promptly at the end of the school day. The Nurstaff are available until 3.00 pm to
supervise the children if you are unexpectedly. lateextreme circumstances we can
provide supervision after this time but this mustdiscussed with the Head teacher.
The school day ends at 2.30 pm. However, homeworkiso an important part of
consolidating work completed at school. Childrell need ample time at home after
2.30 pm. to complete their homework.

Extra Curricular Activities

Many clubs are run throughout the school. As thesg change from term to term
details of these can be obtained from the primé#rgen

To bring greater depth and interest to topics ceildare taken on trips in every year
group. These include day trips and residentiatszigtarents are asked to pay for these
on top of the school fees. All children are expédi attend, as they are invaluable
for developing their educational understanding el &s their independence.

Updated September 2009 -10 -



Parental Guidance

It is important that the children see you as hgplmem in their education. Please sit
down and read with them every evening and encouthgm to complete their
homework. If English is not your native languagegsle attempt to block out some
time every night in which to communicate in English

www.dfes.gov.uk/parents/discover/

Each subject area has certain things that can e ¢o support the classroom
learning.

English

Regularly read at home.

Balance speaking English and native language aehom
Watch and listen to television or radio in English.

Help your child to learn their homework spellings.
Purchase books and computer programs in English.

English as an Additional Language (EAL)

Encourage your child to record new words in a nodé&b

Regularly read at home.

Encourage your child to retell the stories theyehesad with you.

Help your child to notice the differences and samiles between English and your
native language.

Thai

Encourage your child to read for fun and enjoymetitere is a wide range of Thai
Literature. Also many children’s books are now slated into Thai.

Help your child’s understanding of science, geobyagr history topics by reading
about the topic in Thai.

Help your child to feel proud of their language ahelir culture.

Thai as an Additional Language

Encourage your child to record new words in a nodé&b
Let your child read simple story or picture boodgbu.
Ask your child to order food when you are out witem.

Maths

Dependent on age help your child with addition tsadtion, multiplication and
division problems.

Ask the children to calculate costs of items wheopping and make estimations.
Use maths vocabulary such ashow much? Altogether, what is the difference.
Explore the language and properties of shape.

Experiment with fractions and measurement in tiehkin.

Buy your child a calculator and a watch and hegthearn how to use them.

Let your child use money both here and around tbhddwand encourage them do
calculations with it.

Look at data through using timetables.

Learning multiplication tables at home is esseritiakll pupils.
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Science

Discuss the world around them — plants, animat&mntelves, life cycles.
Recycle and make the children aware of their emvirent and how they affect it.
Play with a variety of materials and learn the laage that goes with them.

Let your child help with cooking so that they cae she changes that occur.
Buy a thermometer and read it.

Watch ‘Discovery kids’ (some recent episodes wéneed using primary school
children at St. John’s.)

ICT (computers)

Let the children onto the computer for set tasks jusst for games.

Teach them about folders and saving work.

Print items.

Buy educational programs for all the subject afeathem to use and let them load
them up.

Use word processing, email, internet and spreatigiaekages.

Geography

Let them navigate their way home in the car.

Explore maps when on holiday or around Bangkokwmndoordinates

Discuss differences between places visited ... simgppentres, towns, countryside.
Buy an atlas or globe for their room.

History

Discuss family and fiends comparing ages.
Talk to your child about your past.

Explore Thai history

Read books that are about historical topics.
Visit historical places here and abroad.

Design and Technology

Involve your child in cooking activates

Allow them to take old objects apart to see howy there put together.

Design and build things from junk.

Purchase construction toys like building blocksyreection materials and models.

Music

Encourage singing in the car on the way home bysing to play tapes of nursery
rhymes and pop songs in English

Encourage your child to take up learning to playrestrument either through school
clubs or additional teachers

Give them the opportunity to listen to a varietynwdsic from classical, to jazz, to

pop.

PE and Swimming

Go swimming.

Play ball games.

Organise time for your child to play with other Icinen.
Discuss healthy foods and exercise.

Watch sport both on the TV and in real life.
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Homework

The times below are approximate guides. Variatmilsoccur throughout the term
and will depend on the teachers and the rate athmfie children work within the
classroom.

EYFS (F1 and F2)

Upper Nursery: Library books, reading scheme

Lower Nursery: Library books, reading scheme (ather

discretion)
Total — 50 mins per week
EYFS (F3)
Reading — library books, reading scheme with arcare 50 mins
Language — practice recognizing letters and waa® books 20 mins
with a carer
Total — 1 hours per week
Year 1
Reading (Independently and with a carer) 70 mins
Literacy based work (including spelling and relapéanics) 25 mins

Numeracy based work (including practicing multiption tables)| 30 mins

Total — 2 hours 30 mins per week

Year 2

Reading (Independently and with a carer) 90 mins

Literacy based work (including learning spellings) 30 mins

Numeracy based work (including practicing multiption tables)| 30 mins

Total — 3 hours 30 mins per week

Year 3
Reading (Independently and with a carer) 100 mins
Literacy based work (including learning spellings) 40 mins
Numeracy based work (including practicing multiption tables)| 40 mins
Topic/Science related work 30 mins
Total — 3 hours 30 mins per week
Year 4
Reading (Independently and with a carer) 110 mins
Literacy based work (including learning spellings) 50 mins
Numeracy based work (including practicing multiption tables)| 50 mins
Topic/Science related work 30 mins
Total 4 hours per week
Year 5
Reading (Independently and with a carer) 110 mins
Literacy based work (including learning spellings) 60 mins
Numeracy based work (including practicing multiption tables)| 60 mins
Topic/Science related work 40 mins
Total — 4 hour 30 mins per week
Year 6
Reading (Independently and with a carer) 110 mins
Literacy based work (including learning spellings) 50 mins
Numeracy based work (including practicing multiption tables)| 50 mins
Topic 60 mins
Science 60 mins
Total — 5 hours 30 mins per week
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Parents are Welcome

If you are ever concerned about your child and wistalk to the teacher please feel
free to arrange a meeting at anytime throughouyéae. Call the office to request an
appointment or simply approach the teacher at assoant time. Teachers should not
be interrupted during lesson time, as this disugptor the children. Set times are also
organised throughout the year. You are welcomedetrivir. England, Deputy Head

of Primary. Please telephone the primary officedioappointment.

Early Years (F1, F2, F3)

Open Evening — in September
Parents Meetings — Termly
Written End of Year Report — July

Key Stage 1 (Years 1&2) and Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6)
Open Evening — September

Written Progress Report — December

Parent Conference — January

Written End of Year Report - July

Parent Communication and Involvement

Various forms of communication are sent out to pexeletters are emailed to
parents in both Thai and English. Please supplyst®ol with your current emalil
address. A termly ‘Parent Curriculum Informatiohegt, produced by the teachers is
sent home in hard copy. This explains the topiésgoeovered in your child’s class.
A yearbook (DVD) containing children’s photograpdrsd work is also distributed at
the end of the academic year. Please also visitwiblesite at www.stjohn.ac.th
/International.

Parents are also welcome to attend coffee mormitgs held within the school. This
allows individuals to raise whole school issueshwibhe Head teacher. It allows
parents to make constructive comments towards ¢heats development and have
questions answered.

You may wish to involve yourself in the Parentsadigers and Friend’s of St. John’s
(PTA). This is run by the parents, with the aimngeto organising events that bring
the children, teachers, parents and community heget

Parents are regularly invited into the school. €#astake it in turn to perform an
assembly on a Friday afternoon and Key Stages pwt Broduction for the parents
once a year. Thai festivals are celebrated, musmaterts are performed and a book
week is organised every year. Termly visits are end&y book companies to
encourage the children to discover the joy that lmargained from reading. The PE
department every year runs swimming Galas and Spdalys with parents often
being asked to join in!
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What Your Child Should Bring to School

Please make sure that your child....

Has their name on everything. Lost property cafobad in a cupboard
outside the activity hall or in the nurse’s room.

Does not bring toy guns or expensive electronicegmar pets to school.

Does not keep medicines in their pockets, they Ishioel delivered to the
nurse’s room.

Does not have a lot of money, sweets, snacks okslfivater excluded).
Is aware that they should not be selling or buyimggs off other children.
Brings a toy or game for playtime that is pockedsiz

Security and Safety Reminders

We constantly have the safety of your children indrand would like you to help us
maintain this.

Please use the middle or end stairs of the scptedse do not use the walk
ways.

During the day please show your school Parent D oaregister with the
security guard who will give you a security pastolb®coming up to classes.
If you wish to take your child out of class in tméddle of the day inform the
teacher or Head of Primary. Slips for this can b&imed from the office.
Children are not allowed in the lift even when anpanied by an adult.
Permission from the Head of Primary can be gaihgdur child is physically
unable to climb the stairs.

Please do not wait around in the school duringdtneor visit your children at
playtime.

If you change address or phone numbers inform tinespy office
immediately.

Smoking is not permitted on the school campus.

Our Curriculum

The Foundation Stage and English National Curriculand related strategies are
followed within the school. We endeavour to delitleese along with a small Thai
curriculum taking into consideration each childiglividual needs.

What Is The Foundation Stage?
Children in the Nursery and Reception follow a mulum document that states early
learning educational goals. The document is gpiidt six areas.

e personal, social and emotional
communication, language and literacy
mathematical development

knowledge and understanding of the world
physical development

creative development
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For each area there are a number of goals thatettdher aims for the child to
achieve. The children develop through steppingestdhat allow them to progress to
a final goal. Children are taught in whole clasd gnoup situations. Play is a very
important part of Early Years education howevetdren are not able to differentiate
between what we define as play and work at thik/eage. Very low child to adult
ratios are maintained so that in group activitiese is a lot of input and supervision.
When the children approach the end of reception #ine prepared for Key Stage One
by introducing a more formal style of teaching tigb the Literacy and Numeracy
strategies (see below). We have a new purposefaiitarea for our foundation stage
children use and a more demanding for our oldengny children.

How are my child’s individual needs evaluated?

Children are assessed continually as they workcileza make notes on their progress
and development in all their work. However on atiat the school and at particular

times of the year they are given baseline assessnmiachers will discuss these with

you at parent meetings so that you can be invalvélde education process.

What Is the National Curriculum?
The National Curriculum is a book that provides ational guidelines that are
followed by the teachers of Years 1-6. These dlitisfp 10 main areas.

English
Speaking and Listening — communication, discussiocaima, role play, turn taking,

conversation

Reading — phonics (letter sounds), comprehensight socabulary, exploration of
fiction and non fiction, poetry, stories, rhnymeslaongs.

Writing — planning, story writing, handwriting afpdesentation, punctuation, spelling.

Maths

Number — counting, number patterns, calculatiorental arithmetic, problem
solving.

Shape, space and measure — 2D & 3D shape namesogaities, rotation and
reflection, weight, length, volume, time.

Handling Data — interpreting and building chartd graphs, examining probability.

Science

Investigation — planning experiments, handling isitfie equipment, collecting data,
making graphs and drawing conclusions.

Life and Living Processes — humans, feeding andigigy plants, animals,
ecosystems, habitats, life cycles, classificatidn groups.

Materials and their Properties — everyday mateasatdsind the home, how they
change when heated, cooled or mixed, manmade wrahagolids, liquids or gases,
reversible and irreversible reactions, insulatoragnetism

Physical Processes — electricity, circuits, foroestion, light and sound, earth, moon
and sun.

Design and Technology
Planning and designing, building and using equipgn&raluating the final product.
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Information and Communication Technology
Using a computer for word processing, spreadsheetstol, internet, email,
educational games and CD roms

History
Skills - understanding timelines, enquiring intaanvestigating historical events,

people in the past, changes in society, impactstbty on our lives.
Topics explored include ourselves, transport, R@n@meeks, Egyptians, WWII.

Geography
Mapping skills, our environment, fieldwork, desanidp and comparing places,

climates, human influence on the environment, gver

Art and Design
Observation, use of various art materials toolstaotniques, knowledge of famous
artists, culture and traditions.

Music
Singing, playing, composing, appraising, listening.

PE
Skills in control, balance, dance, games, gymngassmvimming, athletics, outdoor
and adventure activities.

Modern Foreign Languages
Mandarin is taught in Years 3-6.

R.E.
Stories and themes form the five major religionsval as moral issues

How Is English Taught?
English is taught through the Literacy Strategyngglemented in England. Five hours
a week are spent following this teaching method.

English is delivered through out the curriculumtiie children giving them practice
and guidance in speaking and listening, extendetingyr hand writing, reading and
comprehension.

How is Maths Taught?

The Numeracy Strategy adopted by English schoolssga five-hour program of
study that the children work through to developirtttmmputational and problem
solving skills. Additional Maths is also given suels learning of timetables and
investigations.

How are other subjects taught?

Each year group gets set topics to explore withendther curriculum areas. These
will include studies on Greeks, Romans, EgyptiaMVIl, transport, rivers, local
environments, weather, earth and space, forcegrialat ourselves and many more
as they progress through the school. Computersised throughout these topics as
well as having its own curriculum to develop ICTillsk
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What subjects are taught out of the classroom?

Specialist teachers teach PE and swimming each amasek. It is important that the
children bring their PE kits on swimming day as Ives their costume and towel in
case there is a storm. The school cap is parteoPth kit and should be worn as this
protects the children from the harmful rays of sum. On these days you may also
wish to put sun cream on your child.

A specialist teacher also teaches music and theremortunities for your child to
take instrumental and singing lessons. Mandartaught to Year 3 - 6 in a separate
Mandarin classroom.

How is the Thai curriculum delivered?

Children have 5 lessons of Thai Language, Cultace@ance every week. Those that
are non-Thai speakers attend Thai as an Additibaagjuage (TAL) lessons that are
aimed to teach them Thai that can be used to help tommunicate with friends and
integrate into Thai society. Children may attenditonal lessons after school. The
structure of these lessons aims to mirror thahefiéssons in mainstream classes.

What about moral education?

Personal and social education is constantly retefibin the classroom. We would be
grateful if you could encourage your children toimtn their own customs where
appropriate. Although St John’s is a Catholic sthee do not give concentrated
Christian based teaching. We do however teachhhéren about the main religions
of the world so that they can empathise with peapietheir travels or in their

community. If parents wish, their children may gdQatholicism lessons after school.
We have a behaviour policy within the school thatrelated to children’s social

development. This rewards the children with megatsd certificates whilst also

dealing with unacceptable behaviour through conseces.

When are the children expected to speak English?

Children are expected to speak English whenevesilplesn the school building,
except in Thai classrooms. In the playground anthdiroom children are given
freedom of choice so that their social developn®nbt impeded. Children in these
cases switch from one language to another dependdahte company they are
keeping.

How is English as an Additional Language (EAL) supprt provided?

Students who are non-native speakers of EnglistivedEAL support. On entering
the school new students are assessed and giveppaoxanate EAL level. These
levels are: New to English, Beginning in Englisterentary and Pre-intermediate.
Students in the first three levels receive spestidiAL support. Every term the
children are re-assessed in order to determinerhogh progress they have made.
EAL teachers support EAL children in the Literacuhand in other subjects such as
Numeracy, Science and Reading Comprehension. Timodumay be in-class or out
of class, whichever is most suitable for thosedcbih in that particular lesson. The
programme is very flexible and is designed to cadestudent’s needs. A small fee is
charged in KS2 if a student receives EAL suppamnfia specialist teacher.

Once children have reached Pre-Intermediate lehey tare fully immersed in the
mainstream classes. However, the EAL teacher amdscteachers plan lessons
together, in order to highlight language needssTénables all children to develop
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their language skills and have full access to thgiculum. Class teachers have
regular training sessions on relevant EAL topiod amguage learning issues.

Learning in a second-language environment

What does it feel like to learn in a new language?

Sometimes when new students come to the school heg very little English.
Although students receive specialist EAL supportah still be difficult for them
studying in a new language. Students may feel atdtle end of the day, as they have
to concentrate very hard at school. They may asb frustrated or disheartened,
especially if they were high achievers at schodhair first language.

This is completely normal. Parental support ancdbaragement is very important in
these early stages. Children progress at differaets, but soon they will be making
progress in their second language.

In the early stages of language learning it is rrior young children to go through a
‘silent’ period, to copy single words that the teacsays or to develop phrases that
they can adapt for many uses. There is no neeatoyw your child is not speaking
English straight away. Your child will start to jpice language when he or she is
ready. They may be trying to listen and understastl

How important is it to develop the first language?

It is very important for children learning in a sed language environment to
continue the development of their first languagkisThas enormous benefits in the
development of both their cognitive and their lirsgie¢ proficiency. They can transfer
skills and knowledge learned in their first langeiayer to their second language.

Assessment and Differentiation

How are children’s individual needs met?

Work is differentiated where appropriate for thddren. Groups are organised within
the classroom to allow for children to be given ttwerect level of work or adult
support. Assistants and Language Support teacherssad to guide groups under the
classroom teacher’s direction that allows for ldwdent to teacher ratios. English as
an Additional Language (EAL) teachers are also lalgke to provide concentrated
teaching to children who are just beginning languagquisition. The Special
Educational Needs (SEN) department supports chiltiiat have been identified as
needing a little or long term one to one guidance.

How is assessment carried out?

The children are assessed continually through tbek vihey are doing every day.
Marking is carried out which informs the teacheracéas that need to be developed.
Individual goals are set for each child on carddiwithe classroom. Records are kept
of achievements on a termly basis and tests amendivroughout the year. In June
National Curriculum Test (NCTs) are administeredviaths and English for Years 2
to 6. These are statutory in years two and six.rékalts are reported to the parents in
levels (see below). Teachers use the levels taqtriedlividual targets, identify areas
for development in the child and raise standardssacthe school.
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How are results published and what do they mean?

Individual children’s results are given in levels @ports and whole school results are
published at the end of the academic year. The éL&escriptors’ are general
descriptions of knowledge and skills for each sciptaced in order and found at the
back of the NC. Below is a table to show how cleldare expected to progress
through these levels. Obviously children will pregg at different rates relating to
their individual abilities and language acquisitiofhey will also spend time
consolidating information and therefore progresstmough levels is not smooth. As
the levels increase there is more content to beereov and achieved in each
attainment target.

Expected Levels of Attainment Achieved In England

Level w 1 2 3 4 5
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

| Working towards or above level for their age

| Working at level for age |

Parents can help by acting on information givenh&m about the assessments and
areas of focus and by taking an active part irctiilelren’s homework. Particularly in
Year 6 when examination based materials will bet $&me so that children can
practice techniques. Comprehension of written nmegeand problem solving are a
large part of these examinations. Continual Engpsictice and reading assists in
language development.

Useful Websites
www.stjohn.ac.th\Internation&Our School)

www.gca.org.uk (Assessment, Curriculum and Schemes of Work).
www.dfes.gov.ukNational Curriculum and Learning Journey Parenitiés)
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